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NSDA Federal Advocacy Committee Summary
10.22.26 1:00 pm MNT time

Thank you to everyone who participated in the NSDA Federal Advocacy Committee meeting. Below is a summary of key discussions, committee recommendations, and action items. Please refer to the accompanying PowerPoint presentation for additional background, legislative details, and supporting information.

1. Special Districts Fairness and Accessibility Act (SDFAA)
The committee discussed the path forward for the SDFAA as NSDA prepares for the 120th Congress. With significant congressional turnover expected following the November elections, NSDA and Manatt will prioritize educating incoming members about special districts and the importance of equitable access to federal programs.
Updates and strategy:
· Colorado Reps. Evans and Boebert have indicated they intend to cosponsor following the elections.
· California Reps. Cisneros and Panetta have joined as new cosponsors.
· Manatt is researching congressional members' backgrounds and experience with local government and special districts to inform targeted outreach.
· NSDA and Manatt will continue discussions with Rep. Fallon's and Pederson’s offices about attaching the legislation to another bill, while preparing for reintroduction in the 120th Congress.
· Advocacy priorities will include existing bill champions, incoming congressional leadership, House Oversight Committee members, and identifying a new lead sponsor to succeed Sen. Cornyn in the House strategy.
Action items:
· David Ulbrecht: Provide Manatt with the contact information for Gabrielle in the Secretary of Agriculture's office for follow-up.
· Manatt and NSDA: Develop educational materials in November and December for a coordinated January outreach campaign.
· NSDA members: Be prepared to assist with targeted outreach to congressional offices as requested.

2. Federal Legislative Positions: Disaster Preparedness and Rural Revitalization
The committee reviewed NSDA's process for evaluating federal legislation and recommending organizational positions. Members agreed that the process should be refined and formalized to provide greater clarity and consistency for NSDA and its federal advocacy partners.
The committee recommended that NSDA support three disaster-related and rural revitalization bills with aligned priorities and relevant programs:
· Revitalize Rural America Act (H.R. 10508): A bipartisan proposal supporting rural communities and their public-sector workforce, including provisions addressing essential rural employees and federal grant-writing services and technical assistance.
· Community Disaster Protection Act (H.R. 10686): Legislation focused on disaster-related insurance products and community disaster protection.
· Third disaster-related/rural revitalization bill: The committee also recommended support for the third bill reviewed during the meeting; please refer to the accompanying PowerPoint for its identification and details.
Although these bills have been introduced in the current Congress, they are expected to be reintroduced in the 120th Congress.
Action items:
· Manatt: Draft NSDA support positions for all three bills and contact the sponsoring congressional offices.
· Neil McCormick (CSDA): Contact Rep. Min's office to communicate NSDA's support and explain the organization's positions on all three bills.
· Chantal Unfug: Draft talking points highlighting the role of special districts in emergency preparedness, response, and disaster recovery.
· NSDA and Manatt: Refine and formalize the process for reviewing legislation and establishing NSDA positions.

3. Fire Apparatus Affordability and Fair Pricing
The committee discussed ongoing concerns about the cost and affordability of fire apparatus and the implications for special districts responsible for essential fire protection services.
Members recommended that NSDA issue a supportive statement emphasizing the importance of fair prices for public services and the need to ensure fire districts can obtain the equipment required to protect their communities.
NSDA will continue developing an educational and advocacy strategy that highlights the financial pressures facing fire districts, the importance of affordability, and the value of intergovernmental partnerships. The committee also discussed the limited organizational response to this issue to date, reinforcing the importance of NSDA demonstrating its engagement and leadership.
Action items:
· Chantal Unfug: Draft an educational statement and supporting materials on fire districts, focusing on data, fairness, affordability, and intergovernmental partnerships.
· NSDA: Continue evaluating opportunities to elevate the issue and inform federal policymakers as the 120th Congress approaches.

4. U.S. Census Bureau Comments
The committee reviewed the process and key considerations for submitting comments to the Census Bureau. Members recommended that NSDA submit a support letter addressing the committee's priority points.
Deadline: November 2, 2026.
Action items:
· Manatt: Send the draft support letter to Chantal Unfug for Executive Committee review and final approval.
· Chantal Unfug: Upload and submit the finalized comments by the November 2 deadline.

5. Topics for Future Meetings
The committee identified the following topics for future discussion:
· Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) update.
· Secure Rural Schools (SRS) legislation introduced in the Senate.

Next Meeting - November 12, 2026
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